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Rule of Li character is formed: by music polish is added*1
—this is his curriculum; and if he is the Socrates of China
he is also its Plato.
Lao-tse has been called its Protagoras by Hu Shih, who
regards him as a philosophical nihilist and a destructive
critic. But it is not easy to account on these lines for his
immense influence: he too appealed to something funda-
mentally Chinese, an attitude of detachment and dislike
for centralized government, a recognition of the futility
of war, a mystical sense of the transcendent and ineffable.
The remark of K'ung Fu-tse, 'To-day I have seen the
Dragon—who can follow his tracks in the sky ?* admirably
expresses the grandeur of the mystical thinker whose deep
sayings form the core of the Tao-te-Ching. This little
pamphlet of five thousand characters is one of the world's
great books, yet it is intelligible only to those acquainted
with transcendental or mystical literature and experience.
It is the 'Book of the Tao and of Te'—of Nature and a
Natural Ethic. Yet the Tao is not the Absolute of the
metaphysician, but the Inefiable of the saint: here is no
text-book, but a series of ejaculations. Like the Eishi of
Vedic India Lao-tse is a seer of the Invisible, a speaker of
the Ineffable. He reminds us that *The Tao that can be
told is not the true Tao'—yet it is the source of all life, of
all thought, of all that is. If K'ung Fu-tse accepts theTao,
Lao-tse is in love with it; and this gives his intuitions a
strangely penetrating quality.
As all Indian systems of thought go back to the mystic-
ism of the Upanishads so the Tao-te-Ching inspires the
deepest Chinese thinkers. It is tragic but inevitable that
in both lands these mystical ideals have also given birth
to magic and superstition; for only the mystic can under-
stand the language of mysticism. 'Eternal Life'—a state
df transcendental consciousness to the mystic—becomes
'Immortality1 to the masses.' The mystic's flight on eagle
wings gives pkce to the paganism of short-cuts to longev-
ity, such as the Taoist pill of immortality, and the mantras
1 Lun Yu» viiL 8. *

